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Pastoral Musings: 
 
Many times in the Bible, God speaks, directly or indirectly, to someone to call them to some 
new action.  The 12th chapter of Genesis tells of God calling Abram to go from his homeland 
into a land that God will show him.  It doesn‘t go into details of Abraham packing up the things 
that he would take with him, but rather focuses on God‘s promise of blessings to Abram and 
through Abram in the new land.  It just says ―So Abram went, as the LORD had told him.‖ 
 
While I do not think of myself as being a figure of the stature of Abram, I too have experienced 
a call from the Lord.  I too have moved from my home to another land that the Lord has shown 
me.  And I too believe that the Lord will bless me in this new land.  Furthermore, I pray that, 
through me, others should be blessed. 
 
The season of Lent is a time for all of us to consider what the Lord is calling us to do and to be. 
Sometimes the Lord calls us to stay where we are.  In the 29th chapter of Jeremiah, when 
God‘s people wanted to go back to Jerusalem from Babylon, God told his people to ―Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.‖  Sometimes the Lord calls 
us to get up and go when all we want to do is sit. 
 
Perhaps God is calling you to leave old familiar things behind and to venture forward to new 
things, through which you may be blessed and through which you might be a blessing to 
others.  Our job, as individuals, and as God‘s church, is to listen for that call and, when we 
hear it, to go. 
 
Your fellow servant, 
 
Sterrett 
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*******************     CENTRAL PAST     ******************* 

A Word of Thanks 

 

Once more I write for the Crier, but this time it comes as a letter to thank the members 
of the Central Church family for the Farewell Gathering we shared ending my five plus years 
as part-time pastor/minister of the congregation. The fellowship that Sunday as always was 
joyful, but tinged with feelings that come when a good thing comes to an end.  Your 
remembering me with a supply of my favorite beverage was only the start of many signs of 
your gratitude. The food was great as usual, so much so one unnamed member commented 
how it could have come before if only I had left sooner. LOL. Your kind individual words to me 
that day and at other times were much appreciated. 

 

As I read through the book of letters and photos received that day and others that came 
the following week by mail, I was deeply touched. I thank Gail and Debbie and all of you who 
wrote them.  They underlined the sense of family I felt with you that grew over the last five 
years.  I thank you for your love as we shared in the struggle to be the church of Jesus Christ 
from the Square in Galesburg. Now you have begun to write the next chapter in your story. As 
you do, with thanks to you and to God, I pray his blessing on you and Reverend Sterrett in the 
years to come.  God‘s peace be with you all. 

 

Your faithful sheepdog, 
Jim Ecklund 
 

To Rhonda and all the helpers! 
 

Thanks so much for the lovely farewell ‗spread.‘  As always very tasty food from 
some might fine books.  The flowers are still being enjoyed but thought I‘d get 
the base back before it started to think it lived here.    God Bless you all as 
you move forward! 
                                                                                         Ro 

 
 

Our gift to honor Pastor Jim‘s time with us is to be a donation to the building endowment fund 
at the Galesburg Community Foundation in his name.  If you would like to donate please send 
your check to the church office ASAP.  Be sure to note that it is for Jim‘s gift. 

 
 

*******************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.‖  Philippians 4:6 
 

AS REQUESTED BY THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Sterrett and Hyeli Collins, Lottie Schmidt and her husband, Don White, Helen Lannholm, Craig 
Sargeant, Priscilla Newcomer, Gary, and America 

 

Pray also for Our Homebound Members and Friends: George and Barb Waldorf, Kay 
Coe, Tammy Dell, Maggie Goad, Maxine Pillsbury, and Arlene Safford,  
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Pray for all God’s Children.  
Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another‘s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 

 

Pastor’s Schedule 
 

Reverend Sterrett Collins is available Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from noon to 2:00 and 
by appointment.  To set an appointment please call 343-5145. 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  

 

Child Care is available during the worship service 
 

*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
 

EASTER OFFERING 
 
 

FISH food pantry was established in 1970 and is a non-profit—all volunteer 
based organization.  They provide food assistance to those in emergency 
situations and who meet government regulations.  In addition, they help fill 

the nutritional gaps during the summer when school breakfast and lunch programs close.  In 
keeping with the Easter season and our church mission‘s focus of assisting members of our 
community, our Easter offering will go to FISH.  This Easter offering will help, we 
hope, feed the multitudes in our own community. 
 

Missions 
 
 

2nd Sunday Offering 
 

Discussion was held at the annual meeting of the advantages of the congregation‘s faithful and 
continual contributions to the Galesburg Community Foundation for the preservation of our 
building.  Cynthia Heather suggested that this occur on the second Sunday of 
each month, signifying that we are going ‗the second mile‘.  In light of that, you 
will find an additional envelope in the bulletin each second Sunday of the month.  
This offering should not be in substitution of your regular offering but should 
represent going that little bit more in commitment to save our structure.   
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EASTER GARDEN 

 

The Worship Ministry Group will have our usual “garden” of 

flowers for the Easter service.  Individuals and families 
wishing to make a monetary donation in honor or memory 

of loved ones may do so. 
   

A portion of the money collected will purchase 
flowers to grace our altar.  The balance of the funds will be 

donated to the preservation of the building. 
 

Names of donors and remembered loved ones will be 
printed in the Easter morning bulletin.  Please fill out this 

form and put it with your donation.  
 

The suggested donation is $10, if you are able. 
 

 

 
Mark your donation: “Easter Garden.”  Place the form and donation in the 

offering plate or bring it to the office by Palm Sunday.   

 

 
Donor’s Name(s)      Amount given__________ 
 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
In Memory or In Honor of: 

 

 
 ________________________________________________________ 

 
Relationship (optional) 
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 March Birthdays 
 

1 – Marcia Bullis                   24   Haven Krei 
       Debbie Begner              28   Caden  Krei 
 6 – Mary Betts                     29  Jean Kimble    
 9 – Krista Godsil                  30   Kay Shaver    
       Carolyn Griffith               
10 – Kate Bullis                     
        Monica McGraw  
11 - Amos Blevins   
18 - Kay Coe     
19 - Jim Vanier 
21 - Ashley Reynolds  
       Winifred Chilton 
 

 March Anniversaries 
28 – Jim and Jean Browning     
 
 
 

 
 

 
            ~March  2016  ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher: Harold Griffith 
Tom Peters, and Craig Conolly 

 
 

1 
6:30 Rock Church 

 2 3 4 

 
5 
 

6         

10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:  Ann Ehler 
Worship Leader  Joy Lafollette & 
Communion 
Coffee: Steve&Rhonda Mumrmann 

7 

6:00 DCFS 
 

8 
6:30 Rock Church 

9 

6:00  Meeting 
Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership Meeting 
 

10 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 

13 

10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter:  
Worship Leader: Craig Conolly  
Coffee Hour: Clarence&Brenda Sargeant 
Daylight Savings Time:  Spring Forward 
2nd Sunday offering for GCF 

14  

6:00 DCFS 

 
 

15 

 
6:30 Rock Church  

16 

 

17  

 

18  

 

19 
 

20  
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader: Cynthia Heather  
Coffee Hour: Bob&Teresa Shipplett 
Palm Sunday 
3:00: piano and voice recital for 
students of Gail Masinda 

21 

6:00 DCFS 
 
 

22 
6:30 Rock Church 

23 
 
 

24 

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

7:00 Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 
 

25 

 

26 
 

27 

10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter: Clarence&Brenda Sargeant 
Worship Leader  Tom Peters 
Coffee Hour: 
 Easter Sunday  
 

28 

6:00 DCFS 
 
  
 

29 
6:30 Rock Church 

30 31   
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Reverend Sterrett Collins office hours: noon to 2:00 Tuesday and Thursday or by appointment 
Reverend Collins E-mail:  collinsmoksa@aol.com 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

  Web page: galesburgchurch.org 
 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 

monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


