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Over the Pastor’s Shoulder -    

 
Changing the calendar to a New Year is often a time to look back and assess what the 

previous year has been and forward to what lies ahead.  While the past is what it is and cannot 
be changed, the future is an open book, one which each of us will have a part as we write our 
own particular chapter in it. So it is for Central Congregational Church as it moves into a new 
year and as the months go by into a new chapter in its life.   
     Early February will find the current part time pastor completing his ministry with the 
church.  My time with you as pastor has seen good times as well as challenges that have 
presented themselves to us. Through it all, the congregation has persevered.  Awareness has 
grown of the need to focus on preservation of the iconic building we worship in. Steps have 
been taken to hopefully lead to a fund-raising campaign to insure it will be here for generations 
to come.  Arrangements with the Galesburg Community Foundation have been established so 
future donors can take part in this effort knowing their contributions will go totally toward its 
preservation. 

With this process going forward, the congregation has also grown in awareness of its 
need to move forward in ministry as part of Christ’s church- to grow in love, reaching out to 
those in need in the community and sharing God’s love with them as it shares with present 
members. Steps have been taken in that direction with the increased use of the building and 
welcoming of ministries such a KPCK as partners with us. We also now have two other 
congregations we partner with worshipping on Sundays. 

With steps in these areas now being taken, you may remember from the start of my 
time with you, I said a part time pastor such as I would be would not be enough to lead the 
church for the long term. When I came five years ago I indicated I would stay until the church 
was ready for the next step, calling a full-time pastor to serve Christ with you.  You have now 
done that, and I congratulate you for stepping out in faith to let God lead you in the years 
ahead. 

Changing the calendar to a New Year indicates new beginnings and that is certainly 
true for Central in 2016.  As you enter into this new chapter in your life, with all its 
uncertainties, I urge you to remember God is before you to guide and direct, to give strength to 
meet the challenges that come.  As we have said as our benediction for the last five years, 
they can be met  because “the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than 
all we ask or think.”  Believe that, act on it, and indeed there will be “glory to God in Central 
Congregational Church, now and forever.” Amen. 

 
 
 
Your faithful sheepdog, 
 
Jim Ecklund 
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*******************     CENTRAL PAST     ******************* 
 

Following the December 20th sermon given by Dr Sterrett Collins, a congregational meeting 
was held where a unanimous vote was taken to extend a call to him to be the next pastor of 
Central Congregational Church.  We are pleased to announce that he accepted this call and 
will begin his full time pastoral service with us in February. Some of you may remember 
Sterrett as a member of our church and choir as a Knox student in the early 80’s and we are 
happy to welcome him back to us.  Please keep Rev. Sterrett and his wife Hyeli in your prayers 
as they transition from their current residence in California to make their new home in 
Galesburg.   If anyone knows of a possible house or apartment for rent or purchase, please let 
the office know and that information will be forwarded to the Collins'. 
 
 

 
*******************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 
 

AS REQUESTED BY THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
 

Craig Sargeant, Priscilla Newcomer, Cathy Lannholm, Sam Skillman and America 
 

Pray also for Our Homebound Members and Friends: –Kay Coe, Tammy Dell, Maggie 
Goad, Maxine Pillsbury, Arlene Safford, and Sam Skillman 

 
 

Pray for all God’s Children.  
Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another’s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Schedule 
Pastor Jim Ecklund is available most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and often at other 
times.  To set up an appointment with him please call 343-5145. 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  

 
 

Child Care is available during the worship service 
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*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
 

A Letter from our Trustees 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Central Church, 
 

 Well, it’s that time of year when the Budget Committee must get to work on the Church’s 2016 
budget.  To do that, we need to estimate the church’s income and expenses for the upcoming year.  
The purpose of this letter is to make us all aware of this process and to solicit our pledges for the 
coming year in support of our church and it’s ministry. This is especially important this year when we 
will be welcoming a new full-time pastor to lead us in ministry as God’s people on the Square in 
Galesburg 
 

 We all have many things to be thankful for and our church and its influence on our lives is 
certainly part of that.  Over the past year a few people have worked tirelessly in efforts to provide a 
quality atmosphere for all of us to worship God and these individuals have done a yeoman’s job. Our 
church leaders continue to work hard to control expenses as they provide rewarding programs and 
experiences for our spiritual well being.  As we all know it takes not only love and hard work but also 
money to help support and maintain our historic place of worship. 
 

 As you give consideration for your 2016 church pledge, we urge you to keep in mind the good 
we do currently, all we’ve done in the past and all we hope to accomplish in the future. 
 

 Thanks to all of you and let’s make 2016 a year in which we move forward our ministry as part 
of Christ’s church. 
 

 We ask you to complete and return your church pledge as soon as possible (ASAP), as this will 
help tremendously in preparation of our 2016 budget. 
 

 Thank you. 
 

Your Stewardship Committee 
 

P.S.  Please complete and return the form below.  We would like to have all pledges 
submitted by 1-17-2016. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

                                                    
 

 
 
 

Detach and keep for your records. 
My pledge for 2016, to my church. 
 

Week___________ 
 
Month__________ 
 
Year___________ 
 
Total for year 2016___________ 

 
Name______________________ 
 
Central Congregational Church 
60 Public Square 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Members and Friends of Central Congregational Church 

 My Estimate of Giving for 2016 
 

Yes, I want to be a part of the work and ministry of 

Central Congregational Church.   
I estimate that during the year 2016  

 

I will be able to give _______________. 

 

  I plan to give the above amount as follows: 

 

_________Weekly   _________ Monthly ________Yearly 
 

I understand that the amount listed above are statements of 
intent and that I may alter them at any time. 

 
NAME:  ___________________________________________ 

                                                                                 
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 
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January  Birthdays 
 

 1 – Tommy King               27   Lainey Hankins    
 2 – Steve Murmann                 Tammy Dell   
 4 – Ray Jacobs                        George Waldorf 
 6 – Spencer Sanford         29   Elaine Clayton 
 7 – Linda Krei                    
 9 – Bob King                     
19 - Gloria Siebken     
20 – Judy Scott           
  

January Anniversaries 
 
None recorded 
 

 

 
            ~January 2016  ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher: Harold Griffith 
Tom Peters, Craig Conolly, Bob 
Johnson 
 

 
 

 
 

   1 

 
2 
 

3          

10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader Rhonda Murmann & 
Communion 
Coffee 

4 

 
 

5 
6:30 Rock Church 

6 

 
 

7 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

8 
 
 

 

9 
 

10 

10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter:  
Worship Leader: Tom Peters 
Coffee Hour:  

11  

 
 

12 

 
6:30 Rock Church  

13 

6:00  Meeting 

Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership Meeting 
 

14  

 

15  

 

16 
 

17  
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader: Teresa Sanford-
Shipplett 
Coffee Hour:  
 

18 

 
 

19 
6:30 Rock Church 

20 
 
 

21 

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

 
 
 

22 

 

23 
 

24 

10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader Jody LaFollette 
Coffee Hour:  
 

25 

 
  
 

26 
6:30 Rock Church 

27 28 29  30 

 

31 
10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader Craig Conolly 
Coffee Hour:  
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Pastor Jim Ecklund’s office hours are most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
Pastor Ecklund’s E-mail:  jimeck@galesburg.net 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

  Web page: galesburgchurch.org 
 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 

monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


