
 1 

   THE CENTRAL CRIER 
CENTRAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

 
 

60 PUBLIC SQUARE, GALESBURG, ILLINOIS 61401 – PHONE: 309-343-5145 
Web site: http://www.galesburgchurch.org      Office E-mail: central1898@gmail.com 
  

PASTOR ECKLUND‟S E-MAIL: jimeck@galesburg.net 

VOLUME 30, ISSUE 12                                                                                                             DECEMBER 2015 
 

Over the Pastor’s Shoulder -    

This season of the year – Advent – is a season of anticipation for good things to come.  
Usually in this column, I have focused on the coming of the baby to be born on Christmas Day.  
On Christ the King Sunday, we were reminded the good news is we are not only looking 
forward to the birth of a baby born in a manger, but to a future King whose rule would in God‟s 
good time deal with all that is wrong in the world, and those who live the way the King calls us 
to live, loving our neighbor and our enemy, turning the other cheek, forgiving those who wrong 
us, as hard as it seems to do at times, will find joy, peace, hope, meaning and contentment in 
their lives that will last.  This is a season of anticipation for what God could do in our lives here 
at Central Congregational Church if we let him. 
 This year, I want to note the things we at Central have to look forward to if we answer 
God‟s call to love one another and work to not only preserve but expand the ministry we have 
in our church family.  This past year saw several steps taken to move us forward in efforts to 
preserve the building in which we worship in order to extend our outreach into the Galesburg 
community. 
          A Preservation Committee is beginning its work which needs not only the prayers of all 
church members but participation in carrying out the work that will need to be done to raise 
several millions of dollars in the first phase alone.  My plea to you is to take this project 
seriously and offer to help in whatever way you can. 
 At the same time, as I write this column, the church is planning to meet with and vote on 
calling a new pastor to serve God and this congregation, in that order by the way, starting early 
in the new year.  This is an exciting step for a congregation to take.  It is an all in commitment 
to work in new ways to share God‟s love with those in need in Galesburg.  To help crystallize 
what that would look like, the leadership of the church has been working on a Vision 
statement of our hope and intent for the future for the congregation to act upon at the Annual 
Meeting in January.  In its current form it reads:”We seek the prayerful vision of Jesus that we 
may all be one- with God, with each other, in community with people near or far.  Our vision is 
to make wholeness in every endeavor.  Our vision is to always ask ourselves, „Are we making 
wholeness or are we making holes?‟” 
 Reflect on this vision to see if it matches your vision for our work together here at 
Central.  It has the possibility with our Mission statement of focusing our work in Christ‟s name 
here at Central for years to come. 
 There is much to look forward to this month in addition to a celebration of the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus.  May we all not only anticipate but actively get involved in the new 
things that will come to Central as they unfold in the new year. 
 
Your faithful sheepdog, 
 
Jim Ecklund 
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*******************     CENTRAL PAST     ******************* 
Update on Church Preservation Funds 

 

One very important step in Central‟s effort to preserve it‟s future was the establishment last 
year of Funds at the Galesburg Community Foundation to be used solely for that purpose.  As 
of Nov. 18, 2015,  $68,262 has been raised for the funds.  $13,500 was used for Partners for 
Sacred Places‟ work with us to determine our readiness to move forward in that effort. An 
encouraging part of our fund-raising is over $35,000, over half, was raised from sources in the 
community who believe Central on the Square is worth saving. Another $21,900 came from 
bequests and memorial giving. We are most grateful for their support.  I thank those who have 
helped make that happen. They are encouragement for us all to give more on our part if we 
want our building to stand for decades to come. 
 

As we enter the season of year end giving to special projects, either the Preservation 
Fund to be used for specific projects like a new roof, or preservation of the stained glass 
windows, or the Endowment Fund, to be used for on-going costs of maintenance in future 
years, would be a great place for significant year end gifts you may choose to make. If you so 
choose, please make your checks payable to Galesburg Community Foundation, noting which 
Fund you wish it to be credited to, and send to the church at 60 Public Square or the 
Foundation at 246 E. Main St., Galesburg. 

 
 

 
 

The Fran Riley Show 
 

Fran Riley has contacted us once again.  The segment carried on his show 
about Mother Bickerdyke and our church has been designated as one of the top 
ten most liked segments of the year.  This honor has prompted an additional 
appearance by Gail and Pam Johnson in the Quad Cities news station.  Its 
always wonderful to get positive coverage!  Watch for further details to follow.   

 

 

The Bazaar 
 

The unusual snowy weather did not damper the beauty or enthusiasm of the Saturday Bazaar. 
This was primarily due to the MANY members of the congregation that donated, served, or in 
other capacities worked to make this a successful endeavor.  Thanks to the people who 
distributed flyers or announced this on their Facebook.  Thanks to the members who decorated 
the Narthex and South room on Thursday afternoon to add to the festivities.  Thanks to the 
firemen who toted tables from the basement so that our 26 vendors were able to display their 
artfully completed products.  David made certain that our sidewalks were cleared throughout 
the morning.  Not an easy task considering the weather!  Jim helped direct the vendors to their 
assigned table as they arrived.  Melanie and her troupe entertained us with live music during 
the morning.  Brenda appreciated the donations, making or selling the baked goods.  Rhonda 
had many helping serve the very tasty lunch.  Pictures were being shared on many Facebook 
as visitors toured the crafts, purchased beautiful baked goods and enjoyed a delicious lunch.  
All in all, it was a beautiful and festive event! 
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JOIN THE RANKS 

Over 130 people were in attendance for the Join the Ranks organ concert.  Held jointly by Civil 

War Round Table and Central Congregational Church, both groups benefited from the publicity 

on KWQC channel 6 TV, WGIL radio and Galesburg Register-Mail newspaper.  A freewill 

offering was collected for the preservation of our historic building.  Gail says she was 

overwhelmed by the positive response and ovation at the end of the concert, and wishes to 

thank everyone for their support and encouragement for this program. 
 

*******************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 
 

AS REQUESTED BY THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Cathy Lannholm, Sam Skillman and America 
 

Pray also for Our Homebound Members and Friends: –Kay Coe, Tammy Dell, Maggie 
Goad,  
Maxine Pillsbury, Arlene Safford, and Sam Skillman 

 
 

Pray for all God’s Children.  
Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another‟s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 
 
 

Pastor’s Schedule 
Pastor Jim Ecklund is available most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and often at other 
times.  To set up an appointment with him please call 343-5145. 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  

 
 

Child Care is available during the worship service 
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*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
 

Christmas Offering 2015 
 

This year‟s Christmas offering will be going to two places. The first is the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) which provides aid and support to hundreds of thousands of people seeking 
safety, a home and a normal life. The IRC spends 93% of its funds on programs and services 
and only 2% on fundraising and 5% on management/general expenses. In this year of mass 
movements of people seeking refuge, the Mission Committee thought the IRC would be a 
good way to reach out and help. The other organization is Christian Community for Helping 
Neighbors (CCHN). This is a local group supported by churches of Galesburg. It helps people 
with utility and housing bills as well as provides financial counseling. We have helped this 
organization in the past and the need is always great. Special envelopes will be available 
during the Advent season. If making a donation by check, make it out to Central 
Congregational Church and note in the memo space “For Christmas Offering.” 

 
Thank you and blessings – The Mission Committee - Teresa Shipplett, Cynthia 
and Tom Heather and Don White 
 
 

 

Here We Come A’Caroling! 
 
Please join in the merriment as we carol to our homebound friends 
on Sunday, December 13. We will enjoy a light lunch following the 
church service before heading out with joyful noise.  Santa hats, 
reindeer antlers, etc are encouraged! 
 
 

 
 

Meet and Greet the Candidate 
 

On December 20 beginning at 9:30, there will be an informal gathering to meet and greet Rev. 
Sterrett Collins.  Rolls, juice and coffee will be provided by Hospitality Group. Rev. Collins will 
give the message at our 10:30 Worship service followed by a congregational vote.  Please 
plan to come and get to know Rev Collins and his wife before the Worship service. 
 
Sterrett Collins is a graduate of Knox and is very familiar with Galesburg and our church, 
having been a member of the choir while attending Knox.  He is also a graduate of Texas 
Tech, U of Illinois at Chicago, and the San Francisco Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
California.  Sterrett has experience preaching in Glendale, Los Angeles and Pasadena, 
California.  He has served on the Police-Clergy Council in Los Angeles and studied Clinical 
Pastoral Education at the Methodist Hospital in Arcadia, California.  These positions occurred 
while he worked as a senior engineer at Raytheon Space and Airborne systems.  He 
interviewed with us during Knox Homecoming and expressed a deep desire to return to this 
area, and to dedicate his efforts to being a full time minister, as God has called him.  He will 
provide the sermon on December 20th.  Following the service, the congregation will gather in 
the South Room for a congregational vote.  Everyone is encouraged to attend the Meet and 
Greet and Sermon.   
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CHRISTMAS GIVING GARDEN 
 

 This Advent Season we will have our annual Christmas Giving 
Garden.  Individuals and families wishing to make a monetary donation in 
honor or memory of loved ones may do so by filling out this form and 
along with your donation, return it to the church office by Sunday, 
December 13.  Names of donors and remembered loved ones will be 
printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

 
A portion of the money collected will purchase poinsettias to grace 

our altar.  The balance of the funds will be donated to the preservation of 
the building. 

 
Mark your donation: “Christmas Giving Garden.”   

Place this form and donation in the offering plate or mail it to the office by Sunday December 13. 
 

Suggested donation; $5, $10, or $20 each. 
 
Donor‟s Name(s)     Amount given__________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory or In Honor of: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Relationship – if you would like it printed in the bulletin. 
 

Advent Wreath Participants 
 

November 29-Bob and Teresa Sanford-Shipplett, December 6-DJ and Karla Johnson and 
Family, December 13-Clarence and Brenda Sargeant, December 20-Steve and Rhonda 
Murmann, December 24-Harold Griffith Family 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
 

DECEMBER 24TH      5:00 PM     CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 

Our traditional Family Christmas Eve Service will bring us the message of 
Christ‟s birth along with hymns and candle lighting ceremony.    

 

For to us a child is born,  

  to us a son is given,  

 and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called  

   Wonderful Counselor,  

   Mighty God,  

   Everlasting Father,  

   Prince of Peace. 

                       Isaiah 9:6 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year,      

Pastor Jim, Gail, David, and Melanie    
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2016  Nominations 
 

 Prayerfully consider who you feel might serve God and our congregation in the following 
positions for the coming year.  Return this form to the church by Dec. 31 for consideration by 

the Nominating Committee as it prepares the ballot for the January Annual Meeting. 

 

Moderator (one year term)         ___________ 

Vice-Moderator (one year term) ____________________________ 

 

Ministry Groups 

Nominate 1 for each group. 

. 

Trustees   ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Worship   ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Hospitality   ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Mission   ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Small Groups  ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Communication and Records   _______________________ 

    ____________________________ 

 

Nominating Committee (1 year terms.) 

 

    ____________________________ 

    ____________________________ 
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December  Birthdays 
 

1 – Shelby Morton          26- Luci Dacay      
2 – Payton Hankins        30- Diana Dress 
8 – David Griffith 
      Patrick Hankins 
10  Norma Davis  
12  Cathy Lannholm 
13 Nevaeh Mikrut 
16- Evan Sanford 
17- Al Gieryna 
24- Michael Larsen 
25- Kim Bullis 
- 

December Anniversaries 
 
13-   Glenn and Judy Scott 
20 – Jim and Ro Ecklund  
23 – Jim and Cynthia Rich 
 
 
 

 
 

 
            ~December  2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher: Harold Griffith 
Tom Peters, Craig Conolly, Bob 
Johnson 
 

 
 

1 
7:00 Prairieland 
Garden 
6:30 Rock Church 

 2 3 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

 

4 
4:30: Center for 
Youth and Family 
Services Meal 

 

5 
 

6        

10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:  Tom&Mary Peters 
Worship Leader  Jodi Lafollette 
Coffee:Tom&Mary Peters 
Advent Wreath Lighters: 
DJ and Karla Johnson and family 

7 

 
 

8 
6:30 Rock Church 

9 
11:30 KPCK Luncheon 

6:00  Meeting 
Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership Meeting 
 
 

10 
 6:30 
Preservation 
Meeting 
8:00 Vision 
Meeting 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 

13 

10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter: Elaine Clayton 
Worship Leader: Rhonda Murmann 
Coffee Hour: Pizza/Caroling 
Advent Wreath Lighters: 
Clarence and Brenda Sargeant 

14  

 
 

15 

6:30 Rock Church  

16 

 

17 

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

18 

 

19 
 

20 
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:  Ann Ehler 
Worship Leader: Cynthia Heather 
Coffee Hour: Reception for Sterrett 
Advent Wreath Lighters: 
Steve and Rhonda Murmann 

Meet/Greet 9:30 
Guest minister:  Sterrett Collins 

21 

 
 

22 
6:30 Rock Church 

23 
 
 

24 

5:00 
Candlelight 
Service 
 
Advent Wreath 
Lighters:  Harold 
Griffith’s Family 
 

25 

Christmas 
Office closed 

26 
 

27 

10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader Craig Conolly 
Coffee Hour:  
Sub organist 

28 

 
  
 

29 
6:30 Rock Church 

30 31     
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Pastor Jim Ecklund‟s office hours are most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
Pastor Ecklund‟s E-mail:  jimeck@galesburg.net 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

  Web page: galesburgchurch.org 
 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 

monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


