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Over the Pastor’s Shoulder 
 

 It is with anticipation I write this month’s article for the Crier.  Hopefully, by the time this 
issue reaches your mail or in box, we will have received the report from Partners for Sacred 
Places with its reflections on several dozen interviews with church and community leaders and 
its recommendations based on what they learned from them and other contacts.  That report 
should give insight into what path we should take in the months ahead in our efforts to 
preserve our building on the Square as the iconic community treasure it is. 
 
 If we move forward to decide to conduct a capital funds drive, our next step will be to 
develop what is called a case statement which will include plans for wider use of our building 
by groups and individuals in the community.  The congregation at its Quarterly Meeting in 
September unanimously voted in a straw poll to pursue any and all opportunities for more 
widespread use of the church.  If anyone reading this Crier knows of any community service 
organizations in need of space for meetings or other purposes, including office space, to carry 
out their work in serving the community, please let me or acting Moderator Steve Murmann 
know.  We are open to any and all inquiries for us to determine if their goals and ours for 
helping those in need in Galesburg might be achieved in a joint partnership. 
 
 These next few months will be important for us as Central Church makes plans for its 
future. The Quarterly Meeting included a report from the Pastoral Search Committee which has 
been working hard to get the word out our congregation is looking to call its next pastor to 
become part of our branch of Christ’s church to help us reach out from the Square with the 
love of God to those in need.  I encourage you to continue your prayers and support of the 
Search Committee as they work through this most important assignment. 
 
 With all these things underway, however, in addition we need to note the work of the 
church continues on each week as we work to grow in care for each other and reach out to 
those in need whom we can help.  My thanks to the Mission Group, which continues to help 
those in immediate need of food, medicine, gas, and other essentials. I also thank those of our 
members who volunteer of their time to help the ministry at FISH continue to be an arm of 
caring in our town. As we soon move into the rush to the holiday season, it is time even now 
to think how God may be calling us as a church and as individuals to grow in our love for one 
another and those in need. Pray that we may face the challenges of the months ahead as we 
determine God’s will for his people on the Square in Galesburg.  If we do, …… 
 
 
Your faithful sheepdog, 
Jim Ecklund 

 

 

http://www.galesburgchurch.org/
mailto:central1898@gmail.com
mailto:central1898@gmail.com
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mailto:pastor.central1898@gmail.com
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 *******************     CENTRAL PAST     ******************* 
 
HELPING HAND 

Doesn’t everyone feel a little happier and more secure in a home they can 
call their own?  Through the kindness and generosity of people across 
many communities, funds have been raised through the 2x4 Sundays to 
help make the dream of owning a home become a reality.  Here at Central 
we were able to raise $312 to apply to the next Home for Habitat.  Good 
job, Central!!! 

 

*******************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 
 

ANTICIPATION 

 

Coming from a musical family, Brian Himmel and his sons Brandon and 

Chris, have been singing together for seven years.  ANTICIPATION now 

performs upwards of 80 shows per year.  In terms of content, the men of 

ANTICIPATION embrace traditional Southern Gospel, and some more 

Contemporary Gospel content.  The ANTICIPATION concert is scheduled for 

Sunday, October 11 at 3 p.m.  There will be a free will offering, with proceeds being 

designated to the preservation of the beautiful stained glass windows of the church.   
 
 

Cookies needed! 
 

Central Congregational Church will be hosting the Gospel group Anticipation on Sunday, 
October 11 at 3 p.m.  Following the concert there will be a cookie reception in the south room.  
We need your cookies!  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for contributions.  If you would 
like to help with the reception, see Rhonda Murmann. 
 
 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
 

October is designated as the Appreciation Month for Pastors.  Jim is certainly appreciated 
throughout the year, but we will take time on October 25th to pay special tribute to him for all he 
does for us and this church.  Please plan on staying after church to join in saying THANKS!!! 
  
 
 

Following Pastor Ecklund’s Reception 
Would you like something to do following our appreciation 
coffee on the 25th?  The University of Notre Dame Glee Club 
will perform at 2:00 at the First Lutheran Church in Galesburg.  
This Glee Club is considered to be one of the most renowned 
all male choruses in the United States.  They will perform a 
broad range of music from medieval to contemporary.  The 70 
voice group is celebrating its 100 anniversary, and this 
concert is part of the Glee Club’s 2015 Centennial Fall Tour.   
Tickets are $12 ($10 for seniors) Students are free.  
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WEDDING PHOTOS WANTED 
Were you or someone in your family married in our beautiful church?  We 
are looking for wedding photos for a future exhibit.  If you want to donate 
a photo we will preserve it for the future.  If you would prefer, we are 
delighted to make a digital copy while you wait so you can keep your 
heirloom in your family.  Please talk to Gail if you have any questions. 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 

 

AS REQUESTED BY THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Amy, Lori Watts, Cathy Lannholm, Mel, America 
 

Pray also for Our Homebound Members and Friends: –Kay Coe, Tammy Dell, Maggie 
Goad, Maxine Pillsbury, Arlene Safford, and Sam Skillman 

 

Pray for all God’s Children.  
Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another’s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 
 

Pastor’s Schedule 
Pastor Jim Ecklund is available most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and often at other 
times.  To set up an appointment with him please call 343-5145. 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  

 

Child Care is available during the worship service 
 
 

*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
PASTORAL SEARCH 

 

The search continues.  Our open pulpit has been listed in the Congregationalist and more seminaries 
have been contacted.  Please continue your prayers that a special person is sent to us! 
 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
 

Make plans now to join us Saturday, November 21 from 9am to 1pm for a holiday craft 
bazaar and bake sale.  You and your crafty friends (!) may reserve a table space for 
$20.00 to sell your hand-made craft items.  While you keep the proceeds from your 
sales table, rental fees go towards building preservation. Vendor applications are 
available from Gail or in the church office.  You can also help by bringing baked goods 
for sale and/or helping serve lunch.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  Please see 
Rhonda or Gail if you have any questions.   
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ONE THING LEADS TO ANOTHER 

 

The Mother Bickerdyke Day was a very successful event by itself but it has also led to 
additional interest in our church.  Gail was asked to present programs on the history of Central 
Congregational Church to the local D.A.R. chapter, then to the Knox County Genealogical 
Society and now to the Civil War Round Table.  On Wednesday, November 18th at 6:30, Gail 
will present an organ program of music and stories from the Civil War era to the Round Table.  
These are the types of events that help raise awareness about our church, and our restoration 
and preservation efforts.  It also provides an opportunity for Central to be a part of additional 
community events, as was the original intent of the founding fathers for this beautiful building.  
Even though this event was initiated by Civil War Round Table, the public is invited to attend 
and we are looking forward to many of you coming out to be a part of this special event.    
Have you thought of an event that could occur at Central?  Consider the possibilities.  As 
Pastor Ecklund included in a prayer, “Do this in anticipation of what God can accomplish in 
you.”  You just never know where one thing can lead to another.   
 

JUST IN 
 

October 14th will be the day of rehearsal with the following morning the day of taping as Fran 
Riley of the Quad Cities is doing a feature on Mother Bickerdyke and it will be filmed at 
Central.  That kind of coverage helps us share our story and reminds the public of our call to 
worship.  We will announce the broadcast date in the bulletin, on the website and our facebook 
as soon as we have that information. 

BUS TOUR 
 

On Friday, October 16th  at 6:30, a group of 40 people will be given a 
tour of our church.  Tours of our building allow us to repeat our story 
and always offer an invitation to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings.   
 

Galesburg Portrait Project 
 

Knox College Artist-in-Residence, John Bakker, is painting 300 portraits of people who live or 
work in Galesburg.  Would you like to be among the 300?  This might happen by simply 
sending your picture now to galesburgportraits@gmail.com. 
 

GIVE ME A BREAK! 
 

You know the week….when not even one more grape can fit on your plate.  
Or the only thing following bad news is more bad news.  Or you’ve listened 
to the world news and wondered how all of this can be happening? .And 
wondered where God is in all of this?  Central Church is one of the places 
He can be found.  10:30 Sunday mornings.  “Come unto me all who are 
weary and heavy ladened, and I will give you rest.”  You can find peace, a 

sense of tranquility, renewal and hope simply by pausing, taking a break, and finding an hour 
to worship among caring and accepting parishioners.  Sit in the tranquility; listen to voices 
uniting in song and prayer and the message of worship.  Come to church and join our walk of 
faith.   
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As required, we are to publish the statement of ownership for the Crier.  The copy of that document 
can be found on the following two pages. 
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October  Birthdays 
 
4 –   Don White 
13 – Elaine Johnston 
        Harvey Templeton 
17-  Doug Betts   - 
25 – Alex Gieryna 
        Cynthia Rich 
26 – Jim Ecklund 
 

October Anniversaries 
 
1- Eric and Carissa Littlefield 
15- Darrell and Debora Phillips 
22- Anthony and Judy Singer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
            ~October  2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher:  Harvey Templeton, 
DJ Johnson, Clarence Sargeant, Bob 
Johnson 

 
 

 
 
 

  1 2 
4:00:  Pickrel/Roof 
Wedding rehearsal 

3 
4:00:  Pickrel/Roof 
Wedding 

4         

10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:  Bettie Patterson 
Worship Leader:  Karla Johnson & 
Communion 
Coffee hour: Karla Johnson 

5 

 
 

6 
6:30 Rock Church 

7 

6:00  Meeting 
Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership Meeting 
 

8 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

9 
 
 

 

10 
 

11 

10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter: Steve&Rhonda Murmann 
Worship Leader: Jodi LaFollette 
Coffee Hour: Griffiths 
3:00 ANTICIPATION CONCERT 

12 

 
 

13 

 
7:00 Rock Church 
 

14 

Rehearsal for the Fran 
Riley Show 

15  

Taping for the 
Fran Riley Show 

16 

6:30:  Bus tour of 40 
people 

17 
 

18  
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader: Tom Peters 
Coffee Hour: Clarence&Brenda Sargeant 
 

19 

 

20 
6:30 Rock Church 

21 
 
 

22 

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

 
 
 

23 

 

24 
 

25 

10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader:  Craig Conolly 
Coffee Hour: Appreciation for Pastor 
Ecklund/Steve&Rhonda Murmann 
2:00  Notre Dame Glee Club 1st Lutheran 
 

26 

 
  
 

27 
6:30 Rock Church 

28  29  30 31   
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Pastor Jim Ecklund’s office hours are most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
Pastor Ecklund’s E-mail:  jimeck@galesburg.net 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

  Web page: galesburgchurch.org 
 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 

monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


