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Over the Pastor’s Shoulder 
 

 

Have you ever taken the opportunity to stop to think through what the church is called 
by God to be?  So often those of us in the church, when it comes to make decisions about 
what the church should do, fall back on “we’ve always done it that way.” It is also easy to make 
decisions on what I want the church to be like instead of asking not only what is best for the 
church but what would God have us do as the body of Christ here in Galesburg.  It is often only 
when a turning point arises that we take time to reflect and ask God’s help to decipher his will 
for us as a church.  An interesting question for us to consider at a time like that would be to 
wonder what Jesus would say we should do if he were a member here at Central today. 
 
 Central Congregational Church is in a unique position this year. The current pastor will 
be leaving in February of next year.  His known, planned departure has given the church a 
chance to reflect on where it sees God calling it to go, and consciously decide how it will 
proceed. We know what God calls us to do as Christians. It is clear in scripture. Jesus calls us 
first and foremost to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and to 
show that by loving our neighbors and even our enemies as they are.  We are called to reach 
out with the love of God to meet the needs of those around us, in and outside the church. We 
are told not just to talk love, but to show love in whatever way we can. 
 
 On May 17, the members of Central Congregational Church have the chance to decide 
what the shape of the future will be for us as brothers and sisters in our branch of the body of 
Christ.  Our meeting that day will help determine if and how we will love people as Jesus calls 
us to do in the years to come.  The challenge for the church is to decide the best way to 
organize to be what God calls us to be. The options to choose from are three. We will decide 
whether the best way for the church to go will be to call 1) a full-time pastor, 2) a part-time 
pastor, or 3) redirect our resources in a totally new and different direction by ending our current 
form of Christ’s ministry and finding a new form for the resources we have. 
 
 Writing as the guy whose leaving next February has triggered this discussion, I will not 
be a part of the decision making process.  I encourage each member of the church family to 
prayerfully look for guidance from the Holy Spirit as to how God wants you to proceed. The 
future of this church will depend on your openness to God’s will for you, and your willingness to 
follow through on it.  It is my prayer as you decide that God will guide and bless you in this 
process in the months ahead. 
 
 
Your faithful sheepdog, 
 
Jim Ecklund 
 

 

http://www.galesburgchurch.org/
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*******************     CENTRAL PAST     ******************* 
 

Three Outstanding Musicians 
One Amazing Concert 

 

Over 100 people enjoyed a magical, musical afternoon on April 19th.  The program more than 

lived up to its name as evidenced by the extended and enthusiastic standing ovation.  The 

event was a fund raiser towards building preservation.  Thanks to all who attended, and 

contributed, with special thanks to the three performers, Luke Acerra, Gareth Cordery, and 

Robert Spurgeon, who donated their exceptional talent to the cause which raised over 

$1,100. 
 
A special thanks to the Galesburg Christian School for selecting Central Congregational as their 
recipient of this round of community service.  A group of middle and high schoolers, plus faculty, 
came to Central on April 20 to help 'spring clean' the grounds and do some interior cleaning as well.  
 
 

*******************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 
 

AS REQUESTED BY THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

America, Carol Wurtz, Keith Munstedt, Debi Collier 
 

Pray also for Our Homebound Members –Kay Coe, Tammy Dell,  Maggie Goad, Maxine 
Pillsbury, Arlene Safford, and Sam Skillman 

 

Pray for all God’s Children.  
 

Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another’s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 
 

 
Pastor’s Schedule 

 

Pastor Jim Ecklund is available most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and often at other 
times.  To set up an appointment with him please call 343-5145. 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  

 
 
 

Child Care is available during the worship service 
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

We appreciate the hard work of the choir to enhance our worship during Lent and on 
Easter Sunday.  Didn’t they sound great?  Rehearsing after worship on Sunday 
mornings seemed to work pretty well for most folks and we will continue that 
schedule when rehearsals resume after our spring break.  Watch The Crier and the 
weekly bulletin for updates. 

 

 
 

*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
 

Central will be hosting three special events in the first two weeks of May that should provide a great 
deal of diversity and enjoyment for all who attend.  The dates to reserve are Saturday May 2nd,  
Sunday  May 3rd and Wednesday May 6th.   
 
 

KNOX-MONMOUTH-COMMUNITY CHORUS 
Verdi Requiem Concert 

The Knox College Choir, in collaboration with Galesburg Community Chorus and Monmouth 
Chorale, will be performing the major work by Verdi accompanied by a full orchestra.  The 
concert will be conducted by Tim Pahel, professor of music and director of choral activities at 
Monmouth College. This will be performed on Saturday, May 2nd at 7:30.  Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $10 for seniors and students and children are free.   
 
 

CHUCK CRAIN CONCERT 
Sunday, May 3rd, 3:00pm, is the Chuck Crain Concert.  Proceeds are earmarked for building 
preservation. Everyone’s assistance in helping make this event a success would be 
appreciated.  Chuck is a featured vocalist at the Presley County Music Theater in Branson, 
MO.  Tickets will be $10.00 for adults, $5.00 ages 10 and under.   

 

Cookies Needed! 
Once again Central Congregational Church will host a cookie reception following the 
Chuck Crain Concert May 3.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please 
bring your cookies by Sunday morning May 3. If you can help with the 
reception, see Rhonda Murmann.  

 
 

MARY ANN BICKERDYKE 
The first Wednesday in May has been set aside as Mary Bickerdyke Day in the State of Illinois.  We 
are proud to offer a presentation and day of activities to share Bickerdyke’s story with you.  Two 
daytime presentations have been set aside for school children.  A third performance, at 6:30pm, is 
open to the public.  State Representative Don Moffitt will speak at the 6:30 pm event.  At each 
performance, you will see and hear Pam Johnson’s portrayal of Mary Bickerdyke.  A “field hospital” 
will be set up in the parlor of the church, and you will have the opportunity to visit with patients and 
their caregivers, portrayed by re-enactors.  Admission is free but donations for the preservation of 
Central Congregational Church as an historic landmark are welcome and encouraged.   
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ANOTHER FORM OF SHARING 

 

Book Study:  Becoming A Blessed Church by N. Graham 
Standish.  This group will be meeting at 3:00 in the South 
Room.  All are welcome. 

 

 
 

 
Thank you, Central Congregational, for allowing me to have my  

students’ piano recital in the sanctuary.  It is always a special treat 
for the students to be able to perform on a grand piano, and in 

such a lovely place. ~Gail Masinda 
 

 

 
Are you receiving your Crier through the postal system but would prefer to 

receive it on line?  Simply let the office know of your preference and your 
email and we can make that happen.  The office number is 

(309)343-5145 or email that information to 
central1898@gmail.com. 

 
 

Special birthdays this month will include Arlene Safford, who will 
be 94, Charlotte Downin and John Maddrell will both be 83, and 

Nancy Templeton who will be 75.  Looking good!!!  Have a blessed 
birthday.   

 
 

 
May Birthdays 

 1 – Kathleen Ridlon 
 3 – Hillary Hankins 
 5 – Jean Browning 
 9 – Arlene Safford 
13 –John Maddrell 
14 –Priscilla Newcomer 
21 –Larry Brown 
27 –Charlotte Downin 
31 –Nancy Templeton 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
  1–Ed and Monica McGraw 
25- Bob and Liz King 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:central1898@gmail.com
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            ~May  2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher:  David Griffith 
Bob Kimble, Bob Johnson, 
D.J.Johnson 

 
 

 
 
 

   1 

7:00 10:00 
Knox/Monmouth 
Rehearsal 

2 
7:30 Knox/Monmouth 
Community Chorus 
Concert 

3          

10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader:  Rhonda Murmann & 
Communion 
Coffee 
3:00  Chuck Crain Concert 

4 

 
 

5 
7:00 Rock Church 

6 

10:00, 1:00, 6:30: Mary Ann 
Bickerdyke Presentations: 
 
3:00 Becoming A 
Blessed Church book 
study.  South Room 
 

7 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

8 
 
 

 

9 
 

10 

10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter:  
Worship Leader: Sallee Wade 
Coffee Hour:  

11  

 
 

12 

 
7:00 Rock Church 
 

13  

3:00 Becoming A 
Blessed Church book 
study.  South Room 

6:00  Meeting 
Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership Meeting 
 

14  

 

15  

 

16  
 

17  
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:   
Worship Leader: Karla Johnson  

Coffee Hour: Tom & Mary Peters 
11:45  QUARTERLY MEETING 
 
 

18 

 

19 
7:00 Rock Church 

20 
3:00 Becoming A 
Blessed Church book 
study.  South Room 
 
 

21  

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

 
 
 

22 

 

23  
 

24 

10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader Craig Conolly 
Coffee Hour:  
 

25 

 
  
 

26 
7:00 Rock Church 

27 
3:00 Becoming A 
Blessed Church book 
study.  South Room 

 

28  29 
Godsil wedding 
rehearsal  

 30 

Godsil wedding 

31 
10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader Teresa Sanford-
Shipplett 
Coffee Hour: Clarence&Brenda Sargeant 
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Pastor Jim Ecklund’s office hours are most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
Pastor Ecklund’s E-mail:  jimeck@galesburg.net 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 
monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


