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Over the Pastor’s Shoulder 

 

 

Happy New Year!!!  Actually I’m a little LATE with the greeting since Advent began on 
November 30 this year.  With the arrival of December comes anticipation for the celebration of 
God becoming one of us in Jesus on what we call Christmas.  Advent is a season of looking 
forward to good things, and with the impatience of the world we live in where all want to have 
instant gratification of whatever we want to happen, it can be hard to wait to celebrate the 
event of that day.  But let’s be honest, none of us ever sent out birth announcements of our 
children before they were born.  At any rate, these weeks will be a time of preparation in many 
ways as we look forward to the special gift of the baby Jesus on the 25th.  Still, we often wish 
we could separate the religious meaning of the day from all the commercialism and the hype 
the merchandisers put out to entice us to buy all sorts of gifts for each other, thus assuring 
they if no one else has a Merry Christmas. 

It didn’t used to be this way, you know. For many centuries the focus on gift giving came 
not on December 25, but on December 6, a day of remembrance of a 4th century Greek Saint 
by the name of Nicholas who went around anonymously giving gifts to children.  For many 
years, even centuries, the day and spirit of Christmas focused only on the birth of the Christ 
child. In fact, to go back to its origins, it was celebrated on that day not because someone 
determined it was the actual day of Jesus’ birth, but because it was a Roman holiday, the 
Saturnalia, when all pagan Romans were celebrating their holiday by overindulging in spirits of 
another kind and didn’t notice what those Christians were doing.  Christmas in its origins was 
picked to be a quiet, unobtrusive day, not one where everyone starts talking about it in 
October. 

There are ways to separate out the commercialism from the true spirit of Christmas.  
The Ecklund family, weird as we sometimes can be, when the children were growing up, for 
many years exchanged our gifts with one another on St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6. The kids greatly 
enjoyed getting their presents before anyone else, although they were a bit disappointed later 
in the month when others got theirs, but we made the point for quite a few years until they went 
off to college and on to lives of their own.  Interestingly enough, this year, we will once again 
exchange gifts early with at least one part of our family as we travel to Chicago for St. Nicholas 
Day. 

All of this is to invite you to think about what special ways you might find in the weeks 
before and on Christmas Day to celebrate not only family getting together and giving and 
receiving gifts, but the meaning of the arrival of the greatest gift of all, God made flesh, 
becoming one of us in the baby Jesus, born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem so long ago to 
face all we face and to overcome it.  If you do   (fill in the blank).    

P.S. If you read this on the 6th – Happy St. Nicholas Day!!!!!         
 
Your faithful sheepdog, 
 
Jim Ecklund 
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********************     CENTRAL PAST     ****************** 
 

EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK 
Maintenance continues to battle leaks in our ageing roof.  There are some areas we can 

take care of but other areas it takes a large crane to safely reach.  We recently lost a large 
amount of ceiling plaster in the chapel along with suffering some wall damage.  Plaster was 
also damaged in the northwest corner of the sanctuary.  While reattaching a fallen downspout 
on the tower, roofers discovered a rather long stone out of place, apparently freezing.  They 
were able to pry the stone back in place and re-grout it.  If it had fallen, it may have come right 
through the roof below.  Needed roof patching was also done in the area above the Sunday 
School entrance off Broad Street.   
 The cost of this recent repair works was $6,820.  As this was an unbudgeted expense 
the Trustees have decided to make a plea for special donations to help cover the cost.  They 
should be marked for roof repair and be in addition to your regular offering. 
 

********************     CENTRAL PRESENT     ******************* 
Trustee Reminder 

Reminder that the tax year ends December 31st and if your donation, whether a pledge, regular 
contribution or memorial gift is to be credited to 2014, it must be in the church office by 
December 31st.  Donations may be put in the offering plate, dropped by the office or mailed in.   
 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let  
 your requests be made known to God.”  Philippians 4:6 
 

John Collopy, Mark Horn, Vince Harding’s family, The Nicholson family, The Sims Family, Pam 
and Dee, Cathy Lannholm, Ron Rogers, Larry Brown & Mary, Bob Shiplett 

 
Pray also for Our Homebound Members –Kay Coe, Tammy Dell, Catharine Fellows, 

Maggie Goad, Helen Peters, Maxine Pillsbury, Arlene Safford, Sam Skillman, and Cordie 
St.George 

Pray for all God’s Children. 
Please remember those listed here in your prayers.  As a faith community we have been 
instructed to pray for one another and to bear one another’s burdens and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to show love for one another in this way.  In the same way, each of us is 
encouraged to let Pastor Jim or the church office know when we have need for the prayers of 
the congregation such as a hospitalization, loss or other life transition or circumstance. 
 

Pastor’s Schedule 
Pastor Jim Ecklund is available most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and often at other 
times.  To set up an appointment with him please call 343-5145. 
 

Coffee Fellowship 

If you would like to support our coffee fellowship, but prefer not to serve, you may donate 
financially to the Worship/Hospitality group and have others serve for you.  
 

 
Child Care is available during the worship service 

 
 
 



 3 

*******************CENTRAL FUTURE******************* 
A Letter from our Trustees 

 

Dear Members & Friends of Central Church, 
 

 It’s that time of year again that we turn our thoughts and prayers from all that has 
happened in the past year to what we anticipate and expect for the coming year.  We all 

hope for good things to enter our lives but most of us also experience some sad and 
unexpected events along the way. 

 We can all look back at 2014 and say it has been a pretty good year at Central 
Church  as we are try to enhance our viability, as a congregation for the years to come.  
Do we always agree with one another about all that’s happening in our church?  No.  The 

fact that we are all here together and willing to work together makes our church a good 
place to worship and pray together. 

 Financially, 2014, looks to be ending up the year with a projected $40,000 deficit.  
Our investment accounts have done well this year due to an upswing in the market; 
however, we need to realize this upswing could be short lived. 

 Now it is time to look forward to 2015 and the memorable times we will have 
together.  We have prepared a budget for this coming year which we feel is considerate of 

our financial situation yet liberal enough to accomplish the good that the church stands for 
and needs to go forward with.  We realize that we are a financially diverse group of 
individuals and have different abilities as far as pledging is concerned but we ask you to 

keep the good work of the church in mind when you submit your 2015 pledge. 
 Thank you all in advance, for your contribution of money and love in the past and 

your continued monetary contributions and labor of love in 2015. 
 Sincerely, 
 The Trustees 
 

P.S.  Please complete and return the form below.  We would like to have all pledges 
submitted by 12-31-2014. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

                                                    
 
 
 
 
 

Detach and keep for your records. 
My pledge for 2015, to my church. 
 
Week___________ 
 
Month__________ 

 
Year___________ 
 
Total for year 2015___________ 

 
Name______________________ 

 
Central Congregational Church 
60 Public Square 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

Members and Friends of Central Congregational Church 
 My Estimate of Giving for 2015 

 

Yes, I want to be a part of the work and ministry of 
Central Congregational Church.   

I estimate that during the year 2015  

 

I will be able to give _______________. 

 
  I plan to give the above amount as follows: 

 

_________Weekly   _________ Monthly ________Yearly 
 

I understand that the amount listed above are statements of 

intent and that I may alter them at any time. 

 
NAME:  ___________________________________________ 

                                                                                 
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
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CHRISTMAS GIVING GARDEN 
 

 This Advent Season we will have our annual Christmas Giving 
Garden.  Individuals and families wishing to make a monetary donation in 
honor or memory of loved ones may do so by filling out this form and 
along  with your donation, return it to the church office by Sunday, 
December 14.  Names of donors and remembered loved ones will be 
printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 

 
A portion of the money collected will purchase poinsettias to grace 

our altar.  The balance of the funds will be donated to the preservation of 
the building. 

 
Mark your donation: “Christmas Giving Garden.”   

Place this form and donation in the offering plate or mail it to the office by Sunday, December 
14. 

 

Suggested donation; $5, $10, or $20 each. 
 
Donor’s Name(s)     Amount given__________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
In Memory or In Honor of: 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Relationship – if you would like it printed in the bulletin. 

 
 
 
 

 

Here We Come A’Caroling! 
 
Please join in the merriment as we carol to our homebound friends 
on Sunday, December 14. We will enjoy a light lunch following the 
church service before heading out with joyful noise.  Santa hats, 
reindeer antlers, etc are encouraged! 
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“Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly” 
 

We will be decorating the church for the Advent season following the service on 
November 30.  

 If we need more time we can work on it Wednesday, December 3.   
Please join in the fun! 

 

 

Grace Notes 
Some of the best sacred music is written for the closing weeks of the 
liturgical year (October and November) through the beginning of the 

next year (December and January). We hope you will share your 
musical gifts with us during this special time. Please see me if you are 
interested in singing in a choir, or in a small group, or even sing a 

solo!  I also look forward to working with the instrumentalists 
among us. Chimes, anyone? Tis the season! Rejoice! 

 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

On December 6, 2014 - Saturday, 2:00PM to 4:00PM We will be 
hosting a Victorian Christmas ornaments workshop. Each 
participant will be handcrafting 3 to 5 Christmas ornaments using 
beads and other materials available at the turn of the century, 
when our historic building was constructed. Additional details will 

be in next month's Crier and in the weekly bulletins. All proceeds will be going towards building 
preservation. If you would like to volunteer to help at this event, please see Rhonda Murmann 
or Gail Masinda. 
 

 
 
Another reminder of our new email addresses:   
 
the office for general info: central1898@gmail.com 
For Pastor Jim Ecklund: pastor.central1898@gmail.com 
For Gail Masinda: music.central1898@gmail.com or  
web.central1898@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:central1898@gmail.com
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December Birthdays 
1 – Shelby Morton 
 2 – Payton Hankins 
8 – David Griffith 
       Patrick Hankins 
10 – Norma Davis 
12   Cathy Lannholm 
13…Nevaeh Mikrut 
16- Evan Sanford 
17- Al Gieryna 
24- Michael Larsen 
25- Kim Bullis 
26- Luci Dacay 
30- Diana Dress 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
13- Glenn and Judy Scott 
20 – Jim and Ro Ecklund 
23 – Jim and Cynthia Rich 
 
 

 
 

 

 
            ~December  2014 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
USHERS 

Head Usher:  Harold Griffith, Tom 
Peters, John Barker, Bob Shipplett 

1 
6-9 DCFS 

2 
 
Rock Church 

3  4 
5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 

   

5 
  12:10  
Community Call 
to Prayer 
 
4:30-8 Youth and 
Family Christmas 
Party 

 

6 
2-4: Craft 
Victorian 
Ornaments 

7         Communion Sunday 

 

9:15  Informal Bible Discussion 
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter:  Bettie Patterson 
Worship Leader: Sallee Wade 
Coffee Hour: Tom&Mary Peters 

8  

 
6-9 DCFS 

9 
 
Rock Church 

10  

6:00  Meeting 
Worship/Hospitality 

6:30 Ministry Group 
meetings 
7:30 Leadership 
 Meeting 
 

11   
 

12  

12:10  
Community Call 
to Prayer 
 
 

 

13  

 

14   

9:15  Informal Bible Discussion 
10:30  Worship Service 
Greeter: Clarence&Brenda Sargeant 
Worship Leader: Teresa Sanford  
Coffee Hour:  Hospitality Light lunch 
before Caroling 
 

15  

 
6-9 DCFS 

16  

 
Rock Church 
 

17  

 
 

18  

5:30 KPCK free 
Community Meal 
 

19  

12:10  
Community Call 
to Prayer 
 

20  
 

21     
9:15  Informal Bible Discussion 
10:30  Worship Service  
Greeter: Steve&Rhonda Murmann 
Worship Leader: Rhonda Murmann 
Coffee Hour:  Bettie Patterson 
 

22  

 
 

23 
 
Rock Church 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Service 
 
 
 

25  

Christmas 
Office closed 

 
 

26  

12:10  
Community Call 
to Prayer 
 

27  
 

28  

9:15  Informal Bible Discussion 
10:30  Worship Service:  
Greeter:  
Worship Leader: Cynthia Heather  
Coffee Hour: Steve&Rhonda Murmann 

29 

 
 
  
 

30 
 
Rock Church 

31     
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                                                                         Central Congregational Church 
                           “The Church From The Square” 
               60 P     60 Public Square 
               Gale    Galesburg, Illinois 61401 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Loves You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                
       

 Central Congregational Church 
 

      “The Church From The Square” 
 

Pastor Jim Ecklund’s office hours are most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
Pastor Ecklund’s E-mail:  pastor.central1898@gmail.com 
Church office hours: 9:00am - 1:00pm Monday – Friday 
Call 343-5145 or email central1898@gmail.com to set up an appointment.  
Our address:  Central Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL 61401 

 
              Gathered in 1837, Replanted September 12, 2010 
                Central Congregational Church is a member of the:  

      National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
                                   Midwest Association of Congregational Christian Churches  

The Central Crier (USPS 706-860) is published 
monthly by the Central Congregational Church, 
60 Public Square, Galesburg, IL. Periodical 
Postage paid at Galesburg, IL. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the Central 
Congregational Church, 60 Public Square, 
Galesburg, IL 61401 

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, CENTRAL 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GALESBURG 
STRIVES TO BE A WARM AND VIBRANT FAITH COMMUNITY 

THAT WELCOMES ALL, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
EMBRACING AND LIVING OUT DAILY THE BIBLICAL 

IMPERATIVE TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 


